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On Sunday, August 27, 2000 Tom Gamer and myself found a Piping Plover on 
the Conejohela Flats, Washington Boro, Lancaster County, PA 
Observations were made under clear skies with 1 0x42 binoculars and a 20x77 wide angle 
spotting scope at distances of 40- 250 yards. The plover was observed on drier sand bars 
and mudflats. Observations include: 

Obvious shorter legged/ smaller stockier plover. The same size as a 
Semipalmated Plover ( direct comparisons of the two species were able to be made) All of 
the upper parts were sandy gray, considerably lighter than a Semipalmated Plover. The 
crown was sandy gray extending down to the nape. A thin white supercilium was noted. 
A small white neck collar separated the nape and sandy gray back. All of the under parts 
were white. 

The eye was dark and prominent. The neck was short.(big eyed and bull headed 
look) The breast band was sandy gray and incomplete in the center. The bill was black, 
short and stubby similar in shape to a Semipalmated Plover. Not thin as in Snowy Plover. 
The legs were orange. 

At rest the wing and tail projection was about equal. At closer views some light 
(not buffy)scalloping was noted on the sandy gray wing coverts and scapulars. 

In flight a thin white wing stripe was noted . The rump and tail was white. 
There was a small incomplete dark terminal band with several of the outer tail feathers 
being completely white. A two noted call was heard several times with the first note 
longer than the second note. 

Several other observers were able to see the Piping Plover later in the day 
including Jerry Book and Bob Schutsky (photographs made). Many other observers were 
able to find the Piping Plover for the next week . I observed it again on September 1st and 
3rd

. This is about the 6th Lancaster County record, the first since 1961. 
All the above observers are familiar with Piping Plover from the Atlantic 

Coast populations 

J. Eric Witmer 
230 Mason Drive 
Ephrata PA 17522. 



Record No.:261-01-2000 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Piping Plover (Charadrrius melodus) 

Date of Sighting: 27 August 2000 to 27 August 2000 
Location: WASHINGTON BORO 
County: LANCASTER 
Observer(s): Eric Witmer, Tom Gamer, Jerry Book, Randy Miller 

Bob Schutsky, Devich Farbotnik 
Date of Submission: 2001 
Submitted by: Eric Witmer, Tom Gamer, Devich Farbotnik. 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: Video 
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